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MAITRES DU TEMPS CEQ STEVEN HOLTZMAN
BRINGS TOGETHER SOME THE WORLD'S

MOST TALENTED MASTER WATCHMAKERS [N A
LINIGLIE HORCLOGICAL COLLABORATICMN

HEN AMERICAN STEPHEN
Hodezman decided 1o
creare his own series of
exceptional vime-
piecas after a fruitful
carecr in watch marketing, ehe imaginative
entreprenaur decided ro comhbine some

of the worlds most talented warchmakers
inetes a veam in which each player pro-

vided a unigque ser of skills. With char, the
concepe of Maitres du Temps was born and
Holzman had soon scooped-up legendary
warchmakers Christophe Clarer and Perer
Speake-Marein, who agreed to develop the
brand’ first timepiece. The result was Chaprer
Ome, a highly complicared warch thar became

acollecrors’ favourite when it was launched WATEH IT

in 2007 Holtzman continved wo work with FRO Tow
Speake-Marein and brought in Daniel Roth, the RS

5 e =) ATl + Haltzrman: Maitres
owner of the eponymous Swiss watch company. &, Ternps'

for the brand's second release, Chapeer Two, in Chapter Twsa
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2004, He will mainrain this unigue approach,
wiorking with a new veam of master warchimak-
ers on Chaprer Three, which is due
in 2011,
BET: Haow i viore cosme wp with the conceprs?
sH: When | had the idea for the brand, 1 wanred
e et the best of all the Swiss warchmakers. Ir
wias like working with grear chefs, OF course,
viatl can't take the best 20 cheds and pue them
tosgether to make you a great dinner; but ifyou
have two ar three people working together, you
will gt something amazing. So, when Dwaneed
s create an exceprional warch, | couldn™ think of
anything kerer then working with a veam of the
greatest living warchmakers.
BET: How did the warchmuekers react wihen von
approdched theae witk the idea?
sH: They didn't buy iv in the beginning.
Watchimakers are wsually very introverted guys;
they work in their owm miceo warld. 5o, original-
Iy, they were like "“why do we nead vwo warch-
makers po make 3 warchs™ However, they gaveira
o anyway, and once they had done i, ehey were
really enthusiastic ahout it.
BET: Wt iz the process Bke?
sH: For each movement we have a differcm
e, 5o every time there 5 a different group of
watchmakers, The idea is thar the masrers can
always change. On each project, peaple rake dif-
ferem roles: one person will be the constructor,
another ome will be the manufacrurer, assembler
aor designer. By gerting peogle who all have some-
thing ro contribuee, we aim to make it perfoct.
BET: Hieaer 2 ohe begnd’s DNAS
s8: The thing thar visually sets our watches apart
e others is a rolling bar, which we use 1o
express differene things, Bur our main distinction
is really an cwmstanding level of crafismanship.
IF vou just want toget the time, you can look
at vour mshile phone, But 1o appreciate ous
warches, you really have o underseand crafes-
mianship. A vimepiece like this can have GO0 oF
F00 components, and every component can
rake a week vo make. IUs not simply abour
bawying a warch, it's about a whaole new lavel
of crafismanship,
BET: [#har was tledifference berween Chaprers
Cne and Thw?
si: For Chapter One, we can only make one o
rwo watches a montl, so the demand is mioch
higher than the supply, We have orders 1o keep
us busy for the next one or pwo years, for sure.
Lo, for Chaprer Two, we decided vo do a slight by
less complicared warch of which we can produce
20or 30 a month, While Chaprer One really
was only a collectors piece, Chaprer Two pro-
vided a warch someone like a docror or lawyer
covuld by
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